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Today’s briefing

Covering three main areas:

• School estate in Newcastle - overview

• School attendance

• Permanent exclusions
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School estate in Newcastle - overview
Social context (from DfE LAIT)

Primary (inc nursery) FSM = 40%, national 24%, rank 148/153

Secondary FSM = 38%, national 23%, rank 141/153

Primary English not first language = 28%, national 22%, rank 103/153

Secondary English not first language = 23%, national 18%, rank 104/153

     



School Attendance in Newcastle

Context

• Poor attendance is a potential red flag around safe and well checks, 

and around educational neglect

• Historic picture in the city – stubbornly below national and statistical 

benchmarks, particularly secondary school-aged pupils

• Covid times – held up relatively well against national

• Post Covid – we have not seen a return to pre-Covid levels for some 

cohorts: secondary school-aged children in general; children with 

SEND; and some cohorts open to Children’s Social Care, most 

notably and worryingly children with a Child Protection Plan
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Overall primary school attendance 2022-23

NCC Primary Nat primary
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Overall special school attendance 2022-23

NCC Special Nat special
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School Attendance in Newcastle

What are we going to do in 2023/24?

• Following external review (Isos Partnership), tweak TAS and LIP 

work with key stakeholders to ensure affordable seamless multi-

agency, multi-disciplinary response to identification (including the 

very youngest children) and support

• Roll out support to the city’s fee-paying schools

• Serious conversations with external stakeholders including health 

partners, VCS organisations and police about the profile of school 

attendance – it’s everyone’s business



School Attendance in Newcastle

What are we going to do in 2023/24?

Working with DfE national attendance 

team on a city-wide attendance 

campaign in November and 

December



School Exclusions in Newcastle

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23

N
um

be
r 

of
 c

hi
ld

re
n

Newcastle



School Exclusions in Newcastle

Context

• So far, after the first half-term, there have been 32 PEX 

notifications; extrapolation  ~ 200 PEX in 2023/24

• Unusually large numbers of exclusions from the city’s specialist 

schools (SEND and AP)

• Increasing proportion of females, those with SEND (EHCP and 

SEND support), those open to early help and/or social care
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Challenges for the academic year ahead 
re PEX
• Are we alone?

• Is there anything that we can learn from others?

• Is there anything more that we could/should be doing to support 

schools?

• How do we support those with the most extreme needs?
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