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Multiagency Arrangements for Child Protection Medical Assessments in Newcastle 
 
At the Great North Children’s Hospital (GNCH), Newcastle, we provide child protection medical 
assessments (CMPA) for all infants, children and young people aged 0-18 years old, living within the 
Newcastle City Council local authority area. We aim to provide an assessment within 24 hours, 
seeing children within normal working hours 9-5 where possible, but out of hours also depending on 
the clinical need and urgency. 
 
Referral process for accessing child protection medical assessments for infants, children and young 
people 0-18 years old.  
 

 

 Yes Yes 

No 

Referral for CMPA being made by Children’s Social Care team 

Contact Consultant Paediatrician on-call 
via switchboard 0191 2336161 

Referral details taken by SG Nurse Advisor 
using referral proforma saved on eRecord 
as a Safeguarding Children Progress Note. 
 
 

Contact Children’s Safeguarding Nursing 
Team Emergency Duty Phone Mon-Fri 
0830-1700 on telephone 0191 2829877 
 

Discussion between SW and Consultant 
to agree if a CMPA is needed, and if so, 
when and where this should take place. 
 
 

In all cases where a 
CPMA is deemed not 
required, the rationale for 
this should be 
documented in the 
child’s medical records  
by the SG nurse advisor 
or consultant as a non-
proceeding referral, as an 
addendum to the referral 
progress note. 
 

Children’s Safeguarding 
Nurse Advisor to phone 
Paediatrician on-call for 
child protection to discuss 
referral and establish is 
CPMA required. 

SG nurse advisor informs 
social worker with 
outcome. 

Consultant contacts SW 
directly to discuss referral 
and if CPMA required. 

Arrange a time with paediatrician. 
Ring ward 2B to book a bed, or matron on-call for staffing. 
Ring SW to advise of time and location. 
SW gives CPMA information leaflet to parent/carer. 
SG nurse advisor attends and completes nursing assessment. 
Paediatrician assess the child and completes CPMA proforma. 
 
Dental team contacted for all children over 6 months of age 
(see Dental Assessments Flowchart). 
 
Medical photography to be contacted on 25224 if required. 
 
CMPA Outcome Form to be completed electronically and copy 
given to SW either as paper copy or emailed. 
 
Confirmation of safety plan on discharge, and child’s location 
of discharge to be recorded by SG Nurse Advisor. 


